
Dalea 
 
Daleas are a diverse group of plants that have delicate texture, provide wonderful winter to early 
spring color, and tolerate our hot summers.  The nearly 200 species of these plants include 
trees, shrubs and groundcovers, many of which are native to the deserts of the Southwest.  
Most of the recent introductions of daleas are groundcovers or shrubs that range in height from 
1 ½ to 5 feet in height.  The pea-like flowers vary from purple to rose to yellow, and attract polli-
nating bees and butterflies.  A variety of birds like quail, dove, and finches enjoy the seeds. 
 
These plants perform best in a sunny location, in well-drained soil, and with minimal supplemen-
tal irrigation.  Most species are hardy to 15 degrees F or below.  Because they are legumes, 
they “fix” nitrogen and hardly ever require fertilizer.  Over-watering or drought conditions in the 
summer can cause partial leaf drop. 
 
Daleas can be used as a groundcover or informal hedge in the landscape.  They are excellent 
partners with other desert plants including fairy duster, brittlebush, sweet acacia, autumn sage, 
blue palo verde and agave.  While requiring very little maintenance, new growth and increased 
flowering can be encouraged by lightly trimming or cutting back every two or three years in the 
fall to early spring.  Only three of the most popular daleas are featured here but many others are 
also available. 
 
Dalea frutescens 
Black Dalea 
This small mounding shrub grows to 3 feet with a 4 foot spread, and works well for informal 
foundation plantings or combined with other desert plants.  Black dalea has fine-textured silvery 
green foliage and brilliant ¾” clusters of tiny purple flowers blooming in late winter, early spring 
and fall.  Dalea frutescens is found throughout the Chihuahuan Desert of western Texas, south-
ern New Mexico and northern Mexico. 
 
Dalea greggii 
Trailing Dalea  
Trailing dalea has tiny gray-green leaves growing on a mounding groundcover 18 inches in 
height and spreading up to 6 feet.  In the spring, Dalea greggii has masses of delicate lavender 
flowers.  This Chihuahuan Desert native creates a low, billowing appearance and is an excellent 
choice for erosion control on slopes. The soft, gray-green foliage contrasts well with plants with 
bright green leaves.  Rabbits find trailing dalea unappealing. 
 
Dalea pulchra 
Bush Dalea 
This southeastern Arizona native shrub grows to 5 feet tall and wide and has silvery gray foli-
age.  Be sure to allow ample room for it to grow.  In early spring bush dalea has abundant violet 
flowers grouped together into showy heads at the ends of the branches.  Bush dalea is typically 
open and loosely branched, but it can be lightly pruned to control shape and size using 
‘selective’ or ‘natural’ pruning techniques.  For excellent combinations, plant with pink fairy 
duster (Calliandra eriophylla) or chuparosa (Justicia californica). 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


